mood was that of the young athlete who is with Intro-
difficulty restrained from entering at once into
competition with his elders. He was a gentle-
man with all that that word then implied of
fine breeding, of courtly accomplishment and
conducft. It is precisely because of this union of
acftion, thought, and manners in Sidney, that so
eminently modern a personality disengages it-
self from his letters. These are the first modern
letters written by an Englishman. A century, or
even fifty years, before, they would have been
impossible, unless Sir Thomas More might have
approximated them, so recent had been the re**
alization of that composite type combining in
complete and harmonious balance the several
opposite and contrary characters of soldier, stu-
dent, and courtier. In them is to be found the
initial expression of a vital and many-sided atti-
tude towards life, determined by the awakening
of the mind to an interest in its environment as
affording not only a theatre for adtion, but ma-
terial for philosophic reflection and inquiry. Sid-
ney was attracted, not to any one department
of life alone, but to the whole of it. Nothing hu-
man seemed to him negligible or insignificant
Moreover, he saw the present in which he lived
with such a sense of excitement, not as
from the past by any arbitrary line of division,
but as a prolongation of that past whose prob-
lems bore a distindt resemblance to those with
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